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SUBJECT: GOI ANNOUNCES SUSPENSION OF CENSORSHIP REGULATIONS 

REE: NEW DELHI 0988 

1. THE MINISTER EOR INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING, V.C. SHUKLA, 
ANNOUNCED THURSDAY NIGHT THAT PRESS CENSORSHIP WOULD NOT BE ENEOR 
CED DURING THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION CAMPAIGN FOR A NEW LOK 

SAB HA. 

2. SHUKLA LEFT SOME SOUBT WHETHER THE GOI WAS RESCINDING THE 
CENSORSHIP ORDER PASSED WITH THE DECLARATION OE A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY 19 MONTHS AGO, OR HAD MERELY DECIDED NOT TO 
ENFORCE IT FOR AN UNDESIGNATED TIME PERIOD; IN EFFECT TO SEE 
HOW IT GOES. 

3. QUOTE: THE GOVT HOPES THAT THE PRESS WILL FULFILL THE 
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TRUST BY CONTRIBUTING TO THE STRENGTH OF THE SOCIAL FABRIC 
AND REFRAINING FROM PUBLICATION OF ANY REPORTS OR COMMENTS WHICH 
MAY DISTURB LAW AND ORDER OR JEOPARDIZE THE NEWLY WON GAINS 
AND THE POLICIES INITIATED TO SERVE NATIONAL INTEREST OF LOWER 
THE STANDARDS OE PUBLIC LIEE OR THE REPURATION OF THE PRESS 
ITSELE. UNQUOTE 
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4. MINISTER SHUKLA ALSO REFERRED TO THE CODE OF ETHICS OF JOUR- 
NALISM AND ASKED THE NEWSPAPERS TO "SCRUPULOUSLY" ADHERE TO IT. 
SHUKLA NOTED THAT THE CODE HAS BEEN EVOLVED BY A GROUP OF EDITORS 
AND HAD BEEN ADAPTED BY VARIOUS JOURNALISM ORGANIZATIONS. AS 

WE UNDERSTAND IT, THE ORIGINAL CODE WAS PREPARED BY PROFESSIONA 
NEWSMEN AND EDITORS, THEN WAS LATER REWORKED, REPORTEDLY UNDER 
DIRECT GOVT INFLUENCE. 

5. SHUKLA'S STATEMENT SAID THAT TEN WEEKS AFTER THE DECLARATION 
OF THE EMERGENCY "PRE-CENSORSHIP WAS INFORMALLY WITHDRAWN, 

EXCEPT ON SOME SUBJECTS, ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT EDITORS THEM- 
SELVES UNDERTOOK TO OBSERVE GUIDELINES FOR RESPONSIBLE JOURNALISM. 
MOST SECTIONS OF THE PRESS HAVE ABIDED BY THE GUIDELINES AND HELPED 
THE EASING OF THE SITUATION. SELF-REGULATION BY THE PRESS HAS 

BEEN AND ACCEPTED OBJECTIVE IN OUR COUNTRY FOR A LONG TIME", HE 
SAID. (THE GUIDELINES CONTAIN 16 POINTS GENERALY TELLING WRITERS 
AND EDITORS WHAT THEY CANNOT SAY.) 

6. WHAT SHUKLA LEFT UNSAID WAS THAT THE GOVT HAS FELT NO 
INHIBITIONS TOWARD SLAPPING PRE-CENSORSHIP ON ERRING NEWSPAPERS 
(INDIAN EXPRESS, THE STATESMAN) AND JOURNALS (MAINSTREAM, HIMMAT) 
WHEN IT SUITED ITS PURPOSES. THIS EVEN WAS DONE WHEN ONE OR 
ANOTHER GOVT OFFICIAL WAS PROCLAIMING THAT THERE WAS NO CENSORSHIP. 
ADDITIONALLY, THE GOVT MAINTAINS, UNDER THE PREVENTION OF PUBLI- 
CATION OF OBJECTIONABLE MATTER ACT OF FEBRUARY 1976, THE POWER 

TO PUNISH ERRANT EDITORS AND JORNALISTS. FOR THE MOST PART, 

EDITORS HAVE FOLLOWED THE GUIDELINES AND HAVE ACCEPTED SELF- 
CENSORSHIP. IN VIEW OF THE CLEAR LOOSENING OF RESTRICTIONS 
EVEN PRIOR TO THIS ANNOUNCEMENT (SEE REFTEL), WE ARE INCLINED, 
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UNLESS WE ARE SHOWN OTHERWISE BY EVENTS, TO BELIEVE THAT 
THE GOES ACTION IS A SINCERE ONE. CHIEF GOI CENSOR (D'PENHA) 

TOLD AP THAT HIS OFICE WAS CLOSING DOWN. WE ARE CHECKING 
THAT, AS WELL AS WHETHER PRE-CENSORSHIP ON SENSITIVE EXTERNAL 
ISSUES SUCH AS BANGLADESH (IN FORCE FOR MONTHS) WILL ALSO NOW 
END. 

7. AS REPORTED EARLIER, ALL CENSORHIP OF FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS, 
EXCEPT FOR TV, WAS REMOVED SEVERAL MONTHS AGO AND CORRESPONDENTS 
HAVE BEEN FREE TO REPORT WHATEVER THEY WANT, WITH NO HINDRANCE. 

(THE ONE EXCEPTION WAS THAT OF A WEST GERMAN NEWSMAN WHO RAN AFOUL 
FOR A STORY HE DID ON SANJAY GANDHI, BUT IN END NOTHING CAME OF 

THE THREATS AGAINST HIM.) THE ABC CORRESPONDENT IN DELHI INFORMED 
US ON THE DAY BEFORE THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY SHUKLA THAT HE EXPECTED 
THAT EVEN THE RESTRICTIONS ON TV FILM WOULD BE LIFTED. 

WHETHER THAT IN FACT HAS HAPPENED, WE DO NOT YET KNOW. 

SCHNEIDER 
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